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§ 8201. Findings 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) The United States Declaration of Inde-

pendence, the United States Constitution, and 
the United Nations Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights declare that all human beings 
are created equal and possess certain rights 
and freedoms, including the fundamental right 
to participate in the political life and govern-
ment of their respective countries. 

(2) The development of democracy con-
stitutes a long-term challenge that goes 
through unique phases and paces in individual 
countries as such countries develop demo-
cratic institutions such as a thriving civil so-
ciety, a free media, and an independent judici-
ary, and must be led from within such coun-
tries, including by nongovernmental and gov-
ernmental reformers. 

(3) Individuals, nongovernmental organiza-
tions, and movements that support democratic 
principles, practices, and values are under in-
creasing pressure from some governments of 
nondemocratic countries (as well as, in some 
cases, from governments of democratic transi-
tion countries), including by using administra-
tive and regulatory mechanisms to undermine 

the activities of such individuals, organiza-
tions, and movements. 

(4) Democratic countries have a number of 
instruments available for supporting demo-
cratic reformers who are committed to pro-
moting effective, nonviolent change in non-
democratic countries and who are committed 
to keeping their countries on the path to de-
mocracy. 

(5) United States efforts to promote democ-
racy and protect human rights can be 
strengthened to improve assistance for such 
reformers, including through an enhanced role 
for United States diplomats when properly 
trained and given the right incentives. 

(6) The promotion of democracy requires a 
broad-based effort with cooperation between 
all democratic countries, including through 
the Community of Democracies. 

(Pub. L. 110–53, title XXI, § 2102, Aug. 3, 2007, 121 
Stat. 526.) 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 110–53, title XXI, § 2101, Aug. 3, 2007, 121 Stat. 
526, provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting this chapter 
and amending provisions set out as a note under sec-
tion 2151n of this title] may be cited as the ‘Advance 
Democratic Values, Address Nondemocratic Countries, 
and Enhance Democracy Act of 2007’ or the ‘ADVANCE 
Democracy Act of 2007’.’’ 

§ 8202. Statement of policy 

It is the policy of the United States— 
(1) to promote freedom and democracy in 

foreign countries as a fundamental component 
of United States foreign policy, along with 
other key foreign policy goals; 

(2) to affirm fundamental freedoms and 
internationally recognized human rights in 
foreign countries, as reflected in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and the Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, and to condemn offenses against those 
freedoms and rights as a fundamental compo-
nent of United States foreign policy, along 
with other key foreign policy goals; 

(3) to protect and promote such fundamental 
freedoms and rights, including the freedoms of 
association, of expression, of the press, and of 
religion, and the right to own private prop-
erty; 

(4) to commit to the long-term challenge of 
promoting universal democracy by promoting 
democratic institutions, including institutions 
that support the rule of law (such as an inde-
pendent judiciary), an independent and profes-
sional media, strong legislatures, a thriving 
civil society, transparent and professional 
independent governmental auditing agencies, 
civilian control of the military, and institu-
tions that promote the rights of minorities 
and women; 

(5) to use instruments of United States influ-
ence to support, promote, and strengthen 
democratic principles, practices, and values, 
including the right to free, fair, and open elec-
tions, secret balloting, and universal suffrage, 
including by— 

(A) providing appropriate support to indi-
viduals, nongovernmental organizations, and 
movements located in nondemocratic coun-
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